
Stanford Law School 
PUBLIC INTEREST FELLOWSHIPS 

Stanford Law School offers Public Interest Fellowships to support students who will start their 
careers as public interest lawyers.  The Fellowships recognize and provide financial support for 
third-year students who have a history of public service, have demonstrated leadership in the SLS 
public interest community, and are committed to pursuing careers as lawyers in public service.   

All rising third-year students who meet the following criteria and apply to the program will be 
named Public Interest Fellows for the Fall semester: 

1. Have spent at least ten weeks one summer and at least 6 weeks of another summer 
working full-time in public interest/service law, which includes internships with nonprofits, 
governmental agencies, private public interest firms, and judges; joint-degree students will 
lose their eligibility if they spend additional summers at large defense-side law firms; 

2. Plan to go into public interest work immediately upon graduation or following a judicial 
clerkship; and 

3. Have fulfilled all responsibilities during their second-year associated with service as a 
mentor in the 1L Public Interest and Public Policy Mentoring Program. 

Continued appointment as a Public Interest Fellow in the Spring Semester is contingent upon 
confirmation of intent to pursue postgraduate public interest careers. 

Those selected as Fellows must commit to assuming the following responsibilities: 

· contribute to and promote public interest/public sector programs at the Law School; 

· provide ongoing support for the Center for Public Service and Public Interest Law on 
public interest programming and events for the Law School community; and 

· mentor underclass students to help them maintain their own commitment to public interest. 

Students named Public Interest Fellows will receive special privileges as part of their commitment.  
Fellows meet regularly with the leadership of the law school to assess policies and to develop 
programs.  Fellows also serve on committees that review policies and plan programs that serve 
public interest students. 

Significant grants that will apply toward tuition will be provided to all Fellows, regardless of 
financial need, who confirm their postgraduate public interest career plans.  Students may choose to 
decline the grant and still serve as a Public Interest Fellow.  If there are additional funds available, 
supplemental grants will be distributed primarily based on financial need.  Students who split the 
summer with a law firm will not be eligible for any supplemental grants.  Disbursement of tuition 
grants may be delayed until Fellows have finalized their postgraduate career plans.   

**NOTE:  If a Fellow does not work in public interest or public sector employment for the first five years 
after graduation, s/he has a moral obligation to return the tuition grant to the law school so that the 
funding can be used for its intended purpose – to support students who will face financial sacrifice 
through their commitment to pursuing public interest careers.
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2007-2008 PUBLIC INTEREST FELLOWSHIP 
Application 

 
Return this form to Room 21C, no later than 10 a.m., Wednesday, April  4, 2007. 
 
Name:                                         
 
 
E-mail:                                                                 Telephone  ______________________________ 
 
 
1L Summer Employer(s): _______________________________________________________  
 
2L Summer Employer(s): _______________________________________________________ 
 
 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 
 

I verify that I meet two prerequisites to being named a Public Interest Fellow.  I have: 
 

1) spent at least 10 weeks one summer and 6 weeks another summer working full-
time in public interest/service law, which includes internships with nonprofits, 
governmental agencies, private public interest firms, and judges; and 

 
2) plan to go into public interest work immediately upon graduation or following 

a judicial clerkship. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: For the 2007-2008 program year, we are not enforcing the requirement that all 
applicants have served as a mentor in the 1L Public Interest and Public Policy Mentoring 
Program. 
 
I also commit to assuming the following responsibilities as part of my Public Interest Fellowship: 

· contribute to and promote public interest/public sector programs at the Law School; 

· provide ongoing support for the Center for Public Service and Public Interest Law on 
public interest programming and events for the Law School community; and 

· mentor underclass students to help them maintain their own commitment to public 
interest.  

Finally, I understand that continued appointment as a Public Interest Fellow in the Spring 
semester is contingent upon confirmation of intent to pursue postgraduate public interest careers.  
I also acknowledge that tuition grants may not be dispersed until postgraduate plans are known.  
I will inform CPSPIL staff once my postgraduate plans are confirmed.    
 
 
Signature____________________________________ Date_______________________ 
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Changes in Intended Career 
 

I understand that a Public Interest Fellow who does not work in public service for at least 
five years immediately after graduation (exclusive for years spent in judicial clerkships, which 
do not count toward the five years for the purposes of this Fellowship) is morally obligated to 
treat the Fellowship support as a loan and to repay it at the rate typical for repaying Stanford 
student loans. 

 
 
Signature____________________________________ Date_______________________ 
 
 

Limited Waiver of Confidentiality 
 

I grant the Law School permission to disclose the determination of my financial need (for 
purposes of determining the amount of a supplemental award, if any) to the selection committee 
with the understanding that this information will be kept in confidence by the committee and 
used solely for purposes of considering me for a supplemental Public Interest Fellowship grant. 
 
 
Signature____________________________________ Date_______________________ 

 


